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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN LAOS 

1. BY SEPARATE MESSAGES, REPEATED TOSEC, I HAVE INSTRUCTED 

OUR CHARGE IN VIENTIANE TO ACCELERATE THE REDUCTION 

OF ALL MISSION PERSONNEL IN LAOS, AND TO EMPHASIZE AGAIN TO 
THE PGNU THEIR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SAFETY OF AMERICA; 

LIVES AND PROPERTY. 

2. I FEEL THAT THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE NECESSARY BECAUSE 
OF THE UNFOLDING SITUATION THERE, AND BECAUSE I HAVE HAD 
THE FEELING THAT THE MISSION WAS NOT MOVING RAPIDLY ENOUGH 
TO CUT DOWN ITS NUMBERS DESPITE EARLIER INSTRUCTIONS TO DO 
SO. ALSO, BY PHONE FROM CHARGE CHAPMAN TO BOB MILLER 

THIS AFTERNOON, WE LEARNED THAT A STUDENT MOB HAS OCCUPIED 
THE USAID COMPOUND IN VIENTIANE FOR SOME THREE HOURS, AND 
THAT THE POLICE PROTECTION IS INEFFECTIVE. CHAPMAN TOLD 
MILLER THAT HE IS ORDERING OUT ALL DEPENDENTS AND IS 
LOOKING INTO THE NEED FOR CHARTER AIRCRAFT TO ACCOMPLISH 
THIS. MILLER CONVEYED TO CHAPMAN OUR FEELING THAT HE WAS 
NOT MOVING QUICKLY ENOUGH TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF AMERICANS 
IN VIEW OF THE GROWING RESORT TO MOB ACTIVITY. INGERSOLL 
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